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Te^qĔtbªiiĔ`lsboĔfkĔqefpĔ

presentation:

ÁThe NEED  for organs and tissue donations

ÁThe PROCESS  of organ procurement

ÁThe CHALLENGES that inhibit donation 

ÁJEWISH PERSPECTIVES on organ donation; 

qebĔ«jfqws^e¬ĔlcĔ«pikuah nefesh)¬Ĕp^sfkdĔ^Ĕifcb
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ñDonation  is

against  my  

religion .ò
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The Essential Issue
Need for Organ Donation in U.S.
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QebĔt^fqfkdĔifpq~^pĔlcĔ.7-2ĔMJĔ

on May 5, 2009

ÁTotal candidates:  101,988

ÈLiver 15,825

ÈKidney 79,683

Total:         95,508

Source for all data:   Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network   (OPTN)
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Transplants performed in 2009, 

January and February

ÁTransplants performed

Total:                     4,519
ÊDeceased donor:   3,515

ÊLiving donor:          1,004

ÁDonors 

Total:                     2,301
ÊDeceased donor:   1,298

ÊLiving Donor: 1,003

ÁQUESTION: How could there be more transplants than 
donors?
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Organs & Tissues 

That Can Be 

Transplanted

Intestines

Corneas

Liver  

Bone

Skin

Tendons

Heart & Heart Valves Lungs

Femoral Veins

Saphenous Veins

Pancreas

Kidneys



© HealthCare Chaplaincy9#

One Year, Five Year 

Graft Survival
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How the organ procurement system works



© HealthCare Chaplaincy11#

ORGAN PROCUREMENT-

DONATION PROCESS
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NATIONAL ORGAN TRANSPLANT 

ACT of 1984 (NOTA)

ÁSingle nationwide network (OPTN)

ÁPrivate & non-profit under Federal Contract 

(UNOS)

ÁQo^kpmi^kqĔ@bkqbopĔ^kaĔLMLªPĔjrpqĔ_bĔjbj_bopĔ

of OPTN to receive Medicare reimbursement 

ÁLMLªPĔobnrfobaĔqlĔ_bĔklk-profit
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Organ Procurement Organization 

Service Areas
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What Are the Responsibilities of an 

Organ Procurement Organization?

Á Handle  all  organ  &  tissue  donor  referrals

Á Donor  evaluation,  donor  management

Á Family  counseling, consent  process

Á Surgical  recovery  of  organs  &  tissues

ÁMatching  of  organs  to  recipients

Á Transportation  of  organs  to  transplant  centers

Á Hospital  development  &  professional education

Á Public  education

Á Donor  family  aftercare

Á Public  policy

Á Data  entry, management,  &  dissemination
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The Obstacles to Organ Procurement 

and Transplantation
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Finding the right Match



© HealthCare Chaplaincy17#

Finding a Needle in a Haystack: 
In the best of circumstances, very few 

organs are acceptable for 

transplantation

Organs Tissues

Hospital Deaths 56,000 56,000

Screened-in 1,200 5,300

Medically 
Suitable for 
Donation

607 3,473

Donors (year 2008)

251 699


